 St. George Orthodox Church
Minutes of the August 13, 2023 Parish Council Meeting 
Attendance: Fr. Joel Gillam, Alex Ibrahim, Emma Ibrahim, Faris Ibrahim, Lucy Ibrahim, Marcia Ibrahim, Cynthia Long, Joseph Solomon (the elder), Michael Solomon, Peter Solomon; participating by phone: Jerry Burke
Attachments: July Treasurer’s Report


         Parish Council emails

 I. Call to order and prayer at 12:47 p.m.

 II. Approval of Minutes – Emma Ibrahim made a motion to approve the minutes; Joseph Solomon seconded the motion; the motion carried.

 III. Pastor’s Report  (Fr. Joel Gillam)

· Thank yous to everyone for their labors while Father was out of town.

· Camp update: photos will be posted on the billeting board in the Parish Hall.

· Sacramentals update: 2 baptisms; 1 wedding; 1 funeral; the Harne family will be 



chrismated on 
September 9 (Sts. Joachim & Anna).  
· Liturgical New Year: September 1

· Fr. Dennis will be serving on Aug. 27 & Fr. Andrew Damick will be serving on Oct. 15

· Calendar Planning meeting: scheduled for Saturday, September 23 at 10 a.m.
 IV. Chairman’s Report (Alex Ibrahim)

· Reminder: Church Picnic on Sun., Sept. 24 @ Ridley Creek Park Pavilion 11B




The request to invite Holy Ascension to join us was discussed and declined. 

Any parishioner may invite any guest(s) but the parish will not be extending an invitation 
to other parishes.

· Aug. 19 calendar meeting postponed (See Pastor’s Report above)

· Please review your parish directory listings and also encourage all of your friends and 


family to email the Office for the parish directory

· Pastor’s Housing Stipend–proposal is $2500.00 per month starting in January 2024; 


discussion was t
abled due to lack of quorum.

 V. Treasurer’s Report (Tony Nasr) (absent; report submitted in advance)

· June 2023 Treasurer’s Report attached.

· 2023 DMC Offering Paid, $500

· Fund Balances Include all capital investments paid to date (please see graph on next 


page):

· HVAC $22,650

· Hall Bathroom Renovations $35,000

· Meeting Room HVAC Minisplit $1,800

· Icons $6,950
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· A discussion about electricians was held.

VI. Committee Reports 

 
a. Adult Education (Kerry San Chirico) – No report.



b. Choir (Karen Burke)

No updates.



c. Icon Committee (Caroline Becker) (report by Office Administrator)



Nick Pappas installed the two new icons (St. David and St. Moses) and cut to size and re-hung the 
other wall icons in July.



d. Long-Term Planning (Joseph Solomon) – No report.



e. Maintenance Committee (Gary Sarkessian) (report by Gary S. & Office Administrator; Gary 
absent; report submitted in advance)

· Kitchen faucet fixed

· Danny (the Cleaner) will clean the Annex.

· Office Admin. is working on getting price quotes for the concrete step repair and 



for painting the 
Annex.

· Need to install automatic door-closers in the restrooms.

· Temporary short-term Maintenance Chairperson throughout the Fall to cover for 



Gary S. will be Faris Ibrahim.



f. Ministry Team (vacant) – No report.



g. St. Katherine Women (Cynthia Long)

· All tickets for the December 2 Theatre Trip have been reserved/sold.

· The women have given their preference for Coffee hour Sign-Up format:
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h. Stewardship Committee (Jerome Burke)

· Need to recruit 2 committee members 

· Discuss concept of incorporating a capital campaign  into Stewardship or keep 



separate (probably not enough participants to go around  to form another 




committee)
· Will need to have outline of capital improvement plans - order of priority and 



costs before launching a campaign - coordinate with Long Range Planning and 



Parish Council



i.  Sunday School (vacant) (report by Cynthia Long)

· Some classes will be studying Romans.

· Please see the articles in the August newsletter for more updates.

· Please register in advance so we can have a head count before classes start (tell 



your friends and family)

· S.S. will be doing an “Information Fair” style table registration during Coffee 



Hour on August 27 and September 10.



j. Teen SOYO (Alex Ibrahim)

· Backpack assembly for back to school for local elementary school happening 



today during parish council (coordinated through FOCUS NA)

 VII. Old Business 

a. Tax Exempt Certificate must be renewed by February 2023; Alex Ibrahim reports that he 



will complete the paperwork.

VIII. New Business 

a. A request was made to post a sign near the Candles Table with a QR code to enable 



parishioners to pay for their candle donations via Paypal. The Office Administrator will 



implement.

IX. General Business Remarks

a. Administrative Assistant (Cynthia Long)

· Greeters & Readers for Sept. 10 will be Michael and Marcia Ibrahim (Greeters)    


and Jerry Burke (Reader).
· Parish Directory Updates (in progress). We will have an Information Table 



during Coffee Hour, TBD.

· PC Names & Emails file was provided to all PC members electronically.

X. Adjourn– Joseph Solomon made a motion to adjourn; Faris Ibrahim seconded; the motion carried. The 
meeting adjourned at 1:21 p.m.

Minutes Approved
September 10, 2023

