St. George Orthodox Church
Parish Council Minutes
May 21, 2023 - 12:30 pm
Attachments: 


April 2023 P.C. Minutes

April 2023 Treasurer’s Report

SKW Museum Trip photo

SKW Museum Trip video

Members Present –Father Joel Gillam, Tony Nasr, Joseph  Solomon Sr. Michael Solomon, Emma Ibrahim, Lucy Ibrahim, Alexander Ibrahim, Kerry San Chirico ,Cynthia Long, Jerome Burke 
 I. Call to order and prayer
 II. Approval of Minutes from April 23, 2023-  Motion  Fr Joel , seconded Joe S 
 III. Pastor’s Report (Fr. Joel Gillam)
a. Bible Studies have re-started; Saturdays at 3:30 pm; Exodus
b. Archdiocese Convention Journal Page (July 23-30; AZ); the Archdiocese is requesting a $750 contribution- motion taken up in new business 
c. Parish Life Conference (June 28-July 2; A.V.);  the Archdiocese is requesting a $300 contribution- motion taken up in new business – 
d. Father will be out of town July 3 to July 13 for vacation and serving at Antiochian Village from July 16 to July 28; Fr. Dennis will be serving Liturgy on July 9, July 16, and July 23. And August 27  Fr Dennis will be available for pastoral emergencies while Father Joel is Away
e. Father will be away at PL Life Conference June 28 to July 2  -- but will be here for July 2 
f. In process of  selecting  a Ministry Team Coordinator after Ed Donohue’s resignation –In the meantime setting up rotation for weekly – Greeters and Epistle   i.e  Teen Soyo, Parish Council , St Katherine’s Women , Other  ministries – Adult Education ect.    on a rotating basis 

g. Fr Joel coordinating  with the Archdiocese  a parish visit from Metropolitan Saba details to follow 
h. Peter Solomon will be point person for the parish website and social media communications 
 IV. Chairman’s Report (Alex Ibrahim)
a. Future meetings will be upstairs in the new conference room- present conference room needs to be cleaned out 
b. Big thank you to the LTP committee for pushing bathroom renovations through

c. Also a big thank you to Cynthia serving as office assistant and Peter Solomon for
 
Technical assistance
d. Ghassan has been working on a chair lift proposal, which I will circulate and have 

already provided to LTP
 V. Treasurer’s Report (Tony Nasr)
a. April 2023 Report attached.

b. Total Turkey Syria Earthquake Relief collected YTD $3,200

c. FY22 budget surplus, $11,955.87, reallocated to Fund account as follows:

· Icon Fund $1,000

· Charity Fund $1,000

· Building Fund $9,955.87
d. April Building Fund balance does not reflect final HVAC payment, $2,650.

· Total HVAC replacement cost, $22,650  

Note -- added maintenance expense for emergency plumbing $1322.00 
VI. Committee Reports
 
a. Adult Education (Kerry San Chirico) – No Report

b. Choir (Karen Burke)



1. Choir Rehearsals - Effective June 2023 Rehearsals will be held every Sunday after


 Liturgy from 12:15-1:00pm instead of Tuesday evening rehearsals


2. Choir continues to work on refining current music and learning new pieces for usual


 Divine Liturgies and Feast days. 

c. Icon Committee (Caroline Becker) – No Report

d. Long-Term Planning (Joseph Solomon)
1. Bathroom schematics sent to Yousef who acknowledged receipt. Start date will be the first week of June. I am happy to make an announcement after liturgy if we would like to announce it as a formal fundraising event and so folks are aware of the pending construction ("pardon our appearance"). 

2. We will need to clear out the current conference room to begin work. We can do that either this weekend or the next (which is Memorial Day). 

3. Emma has taken the lead on elevator grant discussions. That will likely be our next topic at Monday's LTP meeting, but happy to hear from PC on their input to feed into that discussion.---

Notes – Emma I – Grant Availability somewhat limited to Churches for capital improvement projects 

- Data requirements and demographics in the application process  

- plans outside for an outside chairlift from parking lot to the Church entrance submitted by Gus  Haddad for  approximately 13 k – but would not address access to the restrooms and great room 
-Details of this project to be worked out by the Long Term planning committee – costs differences between simple chair lift and full elevator vary widely 


e. Maintenance Committee (Gary Sarkessian)



Tony and Gary Met on Monday, May 1, 2023



Notes:

· Transitioning to single ply toilet paper

· Gary will buy (bought) a ceiling fan ceiling system for church

· We need to get someone to help us with balancing the HVAC system for proper

 Air flow, supply and return (Gary will ask Farris if he has that expertise)
· Gary will purchase a 6 foot long toilet snake for church

· Sunday School is requesting one additional classroom by December [sic;


 September] 2023
· Ceiling above back steps is falling down.  Needs to be addresses (removed?)

· White ceiling fans in hall will be spray painted

· Metal doors will be repainted

· Are folks donating air conditioners (Cynthia) for office/meeting room/ Sunday

 School room (upstairs)?
· Should we put a metal “cage” around the stairs going down to the church alcove

 to prevent folks from “hanging out” (defecating) down there?
· Concrete steps outside of Annex still need to be repaired

· Church electrical system needs to be upgraded

· “Stage” will be addressed (ceiling removed), file cabinets removed when new


Bathroom is installed
· Altar air returns (all four passive openings) will be installed one day (soon?)

· Bull and Shredded Pods?  (ask Tony)

f. Ministry Team (vacant)


g. St. Katherine Women (Cynthia Long)

1. The Women’s Group and friends and spouses visited the Art Museum on Sunday, May 7.  Approximately fourteen people attended. Photo and video attached.

2. We look forward to a visit with AWE President Rula Khoury on Sunday, June 18. 
i. Stewardship Committee (Jerome Burke) –  will submit article on Stewardship for June Newsletter – second Sunday in June will coordinate with  Joe Solomon Jr. ( Long term Planning Committee Chair ) a short presentation after Liturgy updating ongoing projects to the Parish 

i.  Sunday School (vacant); Cynthia Long reporting

1.  SS last day for 2022-23 is today, May 21.

2. SS teachers will be having a debrief meeting, probably in June.

3.  As mentioned above in Maintenance, SS requests 4 rooms for 2023-24: PreK/K – Gr. 2; 

     Grades 3 -5; Middle School; High School
4. SS Superintendent position is vacant; Thank you to Caroline for filling in as 


needed; let’s try to line up someone official for September. Let’s also ideally find 
1-2 more helpers for PreK/K and Gr. 1-3.

j. Teen SOYO (Alex Ibrahim)
· Teen SOYO Annual Phillies Outgoing was  fantastic and very well attended.
· Gifts for departing teens – Lucy San Chirico this year-
 VII. Old Business 
a. Re: Reputable Orthodox Orphanages to donate to


Gary recommends:

· $250 to Project Mexico
· $250 to St. Nicholas Orphanage in Uganda
· $250 to the charity in Lebanon that works with children and young people with disabilities-  Lucy Ibrahim has proper contacts 
· Kerry San Chiricio suggest donation to Sapura’s charity   ( Guest speaker at  spring retreat – Nguzo Children’s Mission - $250 )
VIII. New Business
a. Parish Picnic—Date set for Sunday  September 24, 2023 – reservation made for Ridley Creek Park after Liturgy 
b.  August 2023-2024 Liturgical Year Planning Meeting- date set for Saturday August 19 2023 
c. Fr Joel – Motion to approve $ 750 Archdiocese Journal Page – AZ July 23 to 30 ) – Unanimous- approval 

d. Fr. Joel -  Motion to approve $300 for Parish Life Conference at Antiochian Village June 28 to July 2 – Unanimous approval 
e. Come up with a  formal mechanism to recognize HS graduates and newly Chrismated parishioners  ( books, donations )    
IX. General Business Remarks

a. Comments from Office Admin.

· Email addresses- please provide  Cynthia with updated/ preferred email address for church related correspondence – also for Parish  Council related  items send to office@saintgeorgeupperdarby.org  and to contact Cynthia “ the parishioner please use faerielibrary@gmail .com  
· Standing Meetings- please submit schedule of your committee meetings to Cynthia 
· Newsletter Articles—Alex to conduct interview with Lucy San Chirico- Class of 2023 HS Graduate,  Jerry to provide article on “ Stewardship “ in light of upcoming restroom  renovations  
· Website Updates
X. Adjourn  and Closing prayer – Fr. Joel 
Respectively submitted 

Jerome Burke 

Approved by Parish Council on June 11. 2023
