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Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver.” Corinthians 9:6-7

November 2025 | Advent

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The calendar year is nearing an end and we take time to take stock not only of
our day to day tasks and obligations, but also of our spiritual lives. When believers
invest their time, talents and treasure in God’s work and the needs of others, their
hearts naturally align with His Kingdom and not worldly concerns. We also reflect

that all our gifts on earth come from God.

We have asked you in the past, as stewards of St.George, to share your time,
talent, and treasure for the good of our parish community. Enclosed are suggestions
and charts that can serve as a guide. These charts, of course, are not all-inclusive,
and even giving a kind word or comfort to someone in need is an important part of

stewardship.

Attending the financial health of the parish is a vital aspect of stewardship.
Unfortunately, over the past several months, St. George has had a budget deficit -
expenses have outpaced collections. Unexpected events have occurred to partially
explain the situation—stipends for substitute clergy—but routine donations have also
declined compared to this time last year. In the long run, this situation is not
sustainable. We have been meeting our Archdiocese Assessment and contributing
upwards of 5% to Orthodox and non-Orthodox charities to fulfill our overall
mission, but these goals may need to be reexamined given our current fiscal status.
We would like to address pressing needs at Saint George such as handicap access and
improved parking, but this would be impossible if we are having trouble managing

our routine expenses. At this time, we are asking for your help.

A pledge card for 2026 is included in this mailing. Please prayerfully consider
the monetary donation that is right for you and your family. The pledge cards will



help our financial team in planning to meet our expenses in the coming year.

If you have any questions with respect to the budget or stewardship, please do not

hesitate to contact us or the parish office.

In Christ,
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V. Rev. Fr. Joel Gillam

Ferome Bunke

Stewardship Committee



