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Sermon on the Nativity of the Theotokos

by Fr. Alexander Schmemann

The Church’s veneration of Mary has always been
rooted in her obedience to God, her willing choice to
accept a humanly impossible calling. The Orthodox
Church has always emphasized Mary’s connection to
humanity and delighted in her as the best, purest,
most sublime fruition of human history and of man’s
quest for God, for ultimate meaning, for ultimate
content of human life.

If in Western Christianity veneration of Mary was
centered upon her perpetual virginity, the heart of
Orthodox Christian East’s devotion, contemplation,
and joyful delight has always been her Motherhood,
her flesh and blood connection to Jesus Christ. The
East rejoices that the human role in the divine plan is
pivotal.

SEPTEMBER
DATES TO REMEMBER

Saturday afternoon Bible study resumes
for the Fall on Saturday, September 6 at
3 p.m.

Nativity of the Theotokos has been
translated to Sunday, September 7.

Sunday School starts on Sunday,
September 7.

Elevation of the Cross is observed on
Sunday, September 14.

The September Parish Council Meeting
is September 21.



... The Son of God comes to earth, appears in order to redeem the world, He becomes human to
incorporate man into His divine vocation, but humanity takes part in this. If it is understood that
Christ’s “co-nature” with us is as a human being and not some phantom or bodiless apparition, that He
is one of us and forever united to us through His humanity, then devotion to Mary also becomes
understandable, for she is the one who gave Him His human nature, His flesh and blood. She is the one
through whom Christ can always call Himself “The Son of Man.”

... This feast therefore is first a general celebration of Man’s birth, and we no longer remember the
anguish, as the Gospel says, “for joy that a human being is born into the world” (Jn. 16:21). Secondly,
we now know whose particular birth, whose coming we celebrate: Mary’s. We know the uniqueness,
the beauty, the grace of precisely this child, her destiny, her meaning for us and for the whole world.
And thirdly, we celebrate all who prepared the way for Mary, who contributed to her inheritance of
grace and beauty...And therefore the Feast of her Nativity is also a celebration of human history, a
celebration of faith in man, a celebration of man...

Read More

—_—

“Thus, in celebrating Mary'’s birth we find ourselves already on
the road to Bethlehem, moving toward the joyful mystery of
Mary as the Mother to God.”

Fr. Alexander Schmemann


https://www.oca.org/fs/sermons/sermon-on-the-nativity-of-the-theotokos

It Is Time For the Lord to Act

by Reader Andreas Moran
(Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of the British Isles and Ireland)

“Itis time for the Lord to act”

This sentence is spoken quietly by the deacon
to the priest just before the start of the Divine
Liturgy, or spoken by the priest if there is no
deacon.

These words come from Psalm 118, verse 126.

The original Greek of verse 126 is Katpdg to0 moujoat 1@ Kupiw. Kairos does not mean
chronos, clock time, but a juncture when it is right or proper to do something, the opportune
moment. In the context of the Divine Liturgy, it is when God acts, not the clergy or the
people. We see this in Mark 1:15 where Christ says: The time [Kairos] is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand. In John 7:6, Christ says, My time [Kairos] has not yet come,
meaning that then was not the right or propitious time for His Passion and Crucifixion. And
in John 7:8, Christ says He will not go up to the Feast of Tabernacles, for My time is not yet
full come. In such passages, we can see that kairos has to do with the proper time for God to
carry out His purpose.

....Hieromonk Gregorios of Mount Athos explains that the Divine Liturgy occurs in Christ’s
time (Kairos): “Itis time to yield our place to the Lord, so that He Himself may become the
celebrant of the service of our offering, and accept it, and that He may be giventous...
Through the Liturgy, God continues His work of creation: He recreates man and the world.”

In addition, in his Commentary on Psalm 118, St. Theophan the
Recluse writes that the sentence, “It is time for the Lord to act”
“may be used before the beginning of any event, especially
prayer. Anyone who starts to pray may say to himself: You have
been busy with worldly things; now it is time to begin God’s
business, to work for God.”

““To everything there is a season,
a time for every purpose under heaven.”
Ecclesiastes 31



https://orthochristian.com/98740.html
https://orthochristian.com/144158.html

bodly.

who wishes to become His follower.

The Art of Myrrh Bearing:
Encountering Christ Through Serving Others

St. John Chrysostom likens myrrhbearing, the caretaking of
the dead body, with feeding the hungry and clothing the naked;
he does not distinguish between serving a dead body and a living
Indeed, myrrhbearing is nothing less than that very
compassionate charitable activity to which Christ calls everyone
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Book Discussion Group Coming this Fall.
(Dates TBD. There will likely be both in-person and online ways to participate.)

Email office[at]saintgeorgeupperdarby.org or see Cynthia Long to get a copy.

Please register your child/children for
Sunday School so we can plan for class size,
curriculum, supplies, and teachers &
assistants.

Sunday School is available for all children
who are age 4 or older as of September 1.

We offer
TWO WAYS TO REGISTER

1. Printable Registration Form (see the
next page in this newsletter)

2. E-Registration Form --Complete online
form and email it to the Church Office. Click
HERE for the online form and instructions.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Y¢ IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS Yk

All students must be officially registered; no
child will be admitted to class until
registration is complete.

Please contact the church office if you have
not received an emailed Letter to Parents
about some important changes this year.

Pre-K - 1st Grade: Library in Fellowship Hall
2nd - 3rd Grade: Meeting Room next to altar
4th - 6th Grade: Rectory, 2nd Floor (South)
7th - 12th Grade: Rectory, Living Room

Children must be picked up by a parent,
guardian, or approved adult at the end of
Sunday School; classes meeting in the rectory
will return to the fellowship hall with their
teachers when lessons are concluded.

SUNDAY SCHOOL STARTS SEPTEMBER 7



https://www.saintgeorgeupperdarby.org/ss-registration-2025.html

Sunday School Registration Form
Please complete, print, and bring to church

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE OF NORTH AMERICA

St. George Upper Darby.  PA

Parish Name Parish City, State/Province

PARISH:

This form helps us maintain records of our Youth Program participants. Please complete for all minors
(18 and under) who will be participating in Sunday church school or teen program activities this year.

/

Month Year

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Parent/Guardian Name(s) Addr ess
Parent/Guardian PhoneNumber(s) Parent/Guardian Email Address(es)
Emergency Contact Name Emergency Contact Phone Number
Child’s Name Child’s Enrolling In: If relevant, please share any food
Birthdate Check all that may apply: | gllergies/restrictions, special medical
Sunday Teen needs, or other considerations it is
Chur Program important for Youth Workers to know.
School
O O
O O
O O
O O
O O
O O
Diapering/Toileting: | give permission for Youth Workers to help my child(ren) listed [ONo [YES
below with diapering/toileting in emergency situations.
Name(s):
Custody Release: Other than the Parents/Guardians listed above, | give permission [JNO MYES

for my child(ren) to be released from Youth Program events to the
individuals listed below:

Name(s): Caroline Becker: Sheri San Chirico: my child’s Sunday School teacher(s)

I understand that the parish is not responsible for supervising minors before or after formal Youth
Program start and end times. As the parent/guardian of the minors listed above, | understand that |
am required to supervise my minors (especially Young Children) at all times outside of formal
Youth Program events on parish grounds.

Parent/Guardian Signature: Date:

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America, Youth Registration Form _ August 2024
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Join us for a fun afternoon at Ridley
Creek State Park! All are welcome!

October 5*"following
Divine Liturgy

Parish Counsel will provide burgers
and hotdogs. Please bring a side,
dessert or drinks to share!

Use this QR code to sign up
for the picnic, or click HERE

Ridley Creek State Park
Pavilion 11B

1023 Sycamore Mills Rd.
Media, PA 19063

\M



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0949ACA72EA1FC1-58501050-stgeorge#/

Sponsored by the

St. George Young ST G E O RG E
marriag& & Fi Ketreat

8210 West Chester Pike
Upper Darby, PA 19082

October 17-18, 2025

Join us for fellowship, food, and reflection

as we hear Dr. Philip Mamalakis, author of

Parenting Toward the Kingdom, discuss the
importance of marriage and family in
the journey to Christ, no matter the

path you have taken in life
Schedule

Friday, 10/17
5:30 - 6:15 Paraklesis
6:15 - 7:30 Marriage in Christ: A Path for Everyone
7:30 - 8:45 Fellowship Reception
8:45 - 10:00 Marriage and the Single Life:

Scan to
Register

Late Nighf Round Table Childcare and food provided
The retreat is free of charge,
Saturday, 10/18 but dongiion_s will be accepted

at registration or at the event

9:00 - 9:45 Morning Prayers

10:00 - 12:00 Raising the Next Generation: Incorporating
Children, Teens, and Young Adults into
the Life of the Church, Part 1

12:00 - 1:00 Lunch

1:00 - 2:30 Raising the Next Generation, Part 2

2:30 - 3:00 Coffee break

3:00 - 4:30 Q&A with Dr. Mamalakis

4:30 - 5:15 Vespers and End of the Retreat

Dr. Philip Mamalakis, PhD, is the Associate Professor of Pastoral
Care at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology and a
marriage and family therapist. He has written the best selling book
Parenting Toward the Kingdom and is a sought after speaker on a wide
variety of topics related to Orthodoxy and pastoral care, clergy wellness,
marriage and family life, counseling, mental health, and relatienships.




September SOYO
Greeters and Readers Teen Fellowship

September 7
Greeter: Cynthia Long
Reader: Matthew Gordon

meets the third Saturday of the month
after Vespers

September 14
Greeter: Lansner Family
Reader: Nathan Klingensmith

September 21
Greeters: Leach Family

Reader: Justine Leach
This month’s gathering:

September 28 . September 20
Greeter: Harne Family
Reader: Sheri San Chirico Miniature Golf
Coffee Hour Ministry for September Interested in being a Greeter?
(s Contact the Office Administrator at
office@saintgeorgeupperdarby.org
>

September 7: Team 1 (Last name A-D)
September 14: Team 2 (Last name E-I)
September 21: Team 3 (Last name J-M)
September 28: Team 4 (Last name N-Z)

Hosting coffee hour includes set-up and
clean-up, as well as providing food.

Interested in being a Reader?
If you're interested in becoming a reader for
the Epistle on Sunday, please contact the
church office.

Hosting is an opportunity to show hospitality to
each other and is not intended to be a burden -
please contribute in the way that you are able.

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE FOR YOUR GENEROSITY, SERVICE, AND HOSPITALITY.



Looking for something to do with your family on September 19 or 20th?

Support our Brothers and Sisters in Souderton at the St. Philip Food Fest!

Saint Philip Orthodox Church
13t Annual

INTERNATIONAL
FOOD FESTIVAL

featuring dishes from:

GREECE LEBANON

UKRAINE ETHIOPIA

RUSSIA ~ ROMANIA
US.A. POLAND

WHEN Friday & Saturday, Sept 19 & 20
12 noon — 8pm

WHERE 14970 Clearview Road, Souderton

MENU  online at www.st-philip.net/festival

Also - Church Tours - Choir Concert — Gift Bazaar -
Children’s Activities - Live Music - lconography Display

A portion of proceeds to benefit charitable agencies.




Calling all Young Adults / Young Professionals

Holy Proteetion
. Monastery

P Wy -
JOIN US FOR A TIME OF PRAYER AND'SPIRITUAL
RECENTERING AT HOLY PROTECTION GREEK

ORTHODOX MONASTERY"

*

RSVP TO'BEN PETERS @
(484) 894-0455

SATURDAY OCTOBER 11TH

LITURGY AT 8AM, FOLLOWED BY COFFEE HOUR,
MONASTERY TOUR, & LUNCH

Address: 1 St loseph’s Way, White Haven, PA

Sponsored by Orthodoxy in the Valley | St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox
Church in Bethlehem, PA




September 1; Indiction; Start of the Liturgical Year

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 taboroay |2 3 4 5 6
Sundoy School Orthros 9:30 a.m. Third Hour
September 7! Akathist 7 p.m. T Bible Study 3 p.m.
{online) Vespers 5 p.m.
Indiction
Matins 9:30 a.m. |&  Nativity 9 10 11 12 13
Liturgy 10:30 a.m.| of theTheotokos )
Orthros 9:30 a.m. Third Hour -
Firet DavSs. | is translated to : Bible Study 3 p.m.
aySS. 9:30 a.m. Earnlly Vi
Coffee Hour: Sunday, Sept. 7 ) =My vespars
Team 1 (A-D) , Choir £:30 p.m. 4:30 p.m.
a Fellowship of ) Family Minist
Choir: 12:15 p.m. -ac the RI: Akathist 7 p.m, Y ry
St. Moses the Black Potluck 5:30 p.m
SKW 12:30 p.m. 8 p.m. (online) {onling) uck 3:30 p.m.
14 Elev.of |45 16 17 18 19 20
the Cross _
. Orthros 9:30 a.m. Third Hour
Matins 9:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. Bible Study 3 p.m.
Liturgy 10:30 a.m. Vespers 5 p.m
Coffee Hour: Akathist 7 p.m. SOYO 6 p.m.
Team 2 (E-I) (onfine)
21 matins 9:30am. |29 23 24 25 26 27
Liturgy 10:30 a,m, Orthros 9:30 a.m. Third Hour Clean-Up Day
Coffee Hour: 9:30 a.m. 9am.-3p.m.
Team 3 (]-M) Choir &30 p.m. Bible Study 3 p.m
Choir Akathist 7 p.m. Vespers 3; pm ’
Parish Council (onfine)
28 29 30 October ,
Matins 9:30 a.m. Third Hour
9:30 a.m.

Liturgy 10:30 a.m.
Coffee Hour:
Teamn 4 (N-Z)
Youth Choir

QOrthros 9:30 a.m.

Akathist 7 p.m.
(online)

Bible Study 3 p.m.
Vespers 5 p.m.

October 5:
Save the Date:
Parish Picnic
after Liturgy at
Ridley Creek
State Park




