St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
Weekly Newsletter
Sunday, May 17, 2020

Christ is risen! Truly He is risen!
Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
Reader Service
Calendar and Announcements

Calendar:

Troparion of St. George

• The following services will be prayed with clergy, servers, and
O liberator and deliverer of
chanters, with limited availability for parishioners to attend:
captives, helper of the poor and
o Tuesday 5/12 – Liturgy (Mid-Pentecost), 6pm
needy, a healing physician of
o Sunday 5/17 – Orthros and Liturgy, 9:30am
the sick, a contender for kings,
o Thursday 5/21 – Liturgy (Sts. Constantine & Helena),
O great among Martyrs, the
9:30am
victory-clad George; intercede
o Sunday 5/24 – Orthros and Liturgy, 9:30am
with Christ our God for the
o Tuesday 5/26 – Liturgy (Leave-Taking of Pascha), 6pm
salvation of our souls.
o Wednesday 5/27 – Vespers, 6pm
o Thursday 5/28 – Orthros and Liturgy (Ascension), 9:30am
• The above services will be livestreamed via St. George’s website and official Facebook page. In
addition, links to the texts will be included on the home page of the parish website above the
livestream video for those who would like to follow along.
• Bible study on the Gospel of John: Wednesday 5/13, 6:30pm
o Join the meeting:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75171452841?pwd=L29OOTNHaFJhRVpvYmVlRDBCVX
pndz09
o Meeting ID: 751 7145 2841; Password: 0zbpui

Announcements:

• If you would like to attend one of the services listed above, please sign up via Sign Up Genius.
Please remember that those who are elderly, have pre-existing conditions, or currently are not
feeling well are asked to remain home. Additionally, those children who are too young to keep a
mask on are asked to remain home. If you are scheduled to attend a service, please wear a
mask/face covering, bring hand sanitizer, and bring disinfectant wipes (if possible) to help clean
and disinfect the church at the end of service.
• Communion will offered by appointment after each service. To set up a time to receive
communion, please sign up via the Sign Up Genius. Your time will be confirmed via email from
the church office. Prior to arriving at the church for communion, please say the Morning Prayers
and the Prayers of Preparation before Communion.
• Confession is also being scheduled by appointment. To set up an appointment, please email the
church office and provide a few dates/times you are available. The office will email you to
confirm your appointment time.
• Based on Metropolitan JOSEPH’S latest directive (5/6/2020), all non-liturgical events remain
cancelled.
St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
8210 West Chester Pike • Upper Darby, PA 19082
(610) 853-1171 • www. saintgeorgeupperdarby.org

Page 2

• Dn. Joseph is leading Akathist on Tuesday evenings via Skype. To participate, please email Dn.
Joseph at dnjosephclark@gmail.com to receive the link.
• The Ministry Team is organizing small group (less than 10 people) Typika services that meet in
local parks. If interested in attending, please contact Ed Donahue at Edjdonahue@gmail.com.
• Several members of the ministry team will be contacting parishioners to identify any special
needs and to ensure our church family is taken care of during this time. If you or someone you
know has a particular need during this time, please contact the church office so we can
coordinate with the ministry team.

General notes:

• If you are able to still tithe / contribute to the church during this time, please consider giving
online via PayPal on the church’s website.
• All communication about services and other updates during this time will be sent via parish email
from Fr. Joel (or the office) or posted on the website or official church Facebook page. All
questions can be directed to the office (office@saintgeorgeupperdarby.org).

Church History
This week we continue a series on the Essentials of Faith. The hope is that we can all learn and be edified, and come to
a “knowledge of the Truth” (1 Tim. 2:4), and to witness to the things of faith that were “delivered to the saints” (Jud.
1:3) in the Church, which is the “pillar and ground of Truth”. (1 Tim. 3:15) May God bless the labor. These lessons are
taken from Fr. Thomas Hopko’s series The Orthodox Faith.
The Fall of Byzantium
On May 29, 1453, the Ottoman Turks, under their sultan Mohammed II (or Mehmet; r. 1451–1481),
captured the city of Constantinople after a furious siege of six weeks. Hagia Sophia was turned into a
mosque, and the city eventually became known as Istanbul. This marked the tragic end of the
Roman/Byzantine Empire—an empire that had lasted almost 1500 years.
The Ottomans went on to completely subjugate Serbia in 1459, incorporating it directly into their realm.
The same happened with Greece in 1459–1460, and Bosnia in 1463. Moldavia managed to resist
Ottoman encroachment during the long and illustrious rule of Stephen the Great (r. 1457–1504), but
after his death his realm, and the other
“Transdanubian Provinces” of Wallachia and
Wisdom of the Holy Fathers
Transylvania (regions in modern-day Romania), all
became vassal states of the Turks. And Syria,
Palestine, and Egypt were taken by the Ottomans
Our salvation consists in faith and hope in
from the decaying Arabian Mamluk Dynasty by
the mercy of God, and the devotion of
1520. From then on, for nearly 400 years the
ourselves and all of us to His holy will.
Ottoman Turks would hold sway over the
Orthodox Christians in almost all the lands of the
+ St. Macarius
former East Roman (Byzantine) Empire.
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