St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
Weekly Newsletter
Sunday, June 7, 2020

Pentecost

Reader Service

Calendar and Announcements

Calendar:

• The following services will be prayed with clergy, servers, and chanters, with limited
availability for parishioners to attend. Please note: this
schedule is subject to change based on civil unrest in the
Troparion of St. George
area and curfews imposed by townships.
o Wednesday 6/3 – Paraklesis, 5:30pm
O liberator and deliverer of
o Saturday 6/6 – Vespers, 5pm
captives, helper of the poor and
o Sunday 6/7 – Orthros, Liturgy, and Kneeling
needy, a healing physician of
Vespers, 9:30am
the sick, a contender for kings,
o Saturday 6/13 – Vespers, 5pm
O great among Martyrs, the
victory-clad George; intercede
o Sunday 6/14 – Orthros and Liturgy, 9:30am
with Christ our God for the
• Due to the loosening of restrictions in Delaware County as
salvation of our souls.
we move to the yellow phase this week, the number of
parishioners able to attend service in the building will
increase to 15 per service (in addition to clergy, servers,
and chanters) beginning on Sunday 6/14.
• The above services will be livestreamed via St. George’s website and official Facebook
page. In addition, links to the texts will be included on the home page of the parish
website above the livestream video for those who would like to follow along.
• Dn. Joseph is leading Akathist on Tuesday evenings via Skype. To participate, please email
Dn. Joseph at dnjosephclark@gmail.com to receive the link.
• Bible study on the Gospel of John: Wednesday 6/3, 6:30pm
o Join the meeting:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75171452841?pwd=L29OOTNHaFJhRVpvYmVlRD
BCVXpndz09
o Meeting ID: 751 7145 2841; Password: 0zbpui

Announcements:

• If you would like to attend one of the services (Liturgy, Vespers, or Paraklesis) listed
above, please sign up via Sign Up Genius, reserving the number of slots for family
members attending. (For example, if there are 3 household members attending, reserve 3
slots.) Please remember that those who are elderly, have pre-existing conditions, or
currently are not feeling well are asked to remain home. Additionally, those children who
are too young to keep a mask on are asked to remain home. If you are scheduled to attend
a service, please wear a mask/face covering, bring hand sanitizer, and bring disinfectant
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•

•
•
•
•
•

wipes (if possible) to help clean and disinfect the church at the end of service.
Communion will offered by appointment after each service. To set up a time to receive
communion, please sign up via the Sign Up Genius. Please reserve only one slot per
household unit. Your time will be confirmed via email from the church office. Prior to
arriving at the church for communion, please say the Morning Prayers and the Prayers of
Preparation before Communion.
Confession is also being scheduled by appointment. To set up an appointment, please
email the church office and provide a few dates/times you are available. The office will
email you to confirm your appointment time.
If you would like to have a candle lit at the church, please email the church office at
office@saintgeorgeupperdarby.org. Candle donations can be made via PayPal.
Based on Metropolitan JOSEPH’S latest directive (5/6/2020), all non-liturgical events
remain cancelled.
The Ministry Team is organizing small group (less than 10 people) Typika services that
meet in local parks. If interested in attending, please contact Ed Donahue at
Edjdonahue@gmail.com.
Several members of the ministry team are contacting parishioners to identify any special
needs and to ensure our church family is taken care of during this time. If you or someone
you know has a particular need during this time, please contact the church office so we
can coordinate with the ministry team.

General notes:

• If you are able to still tithe / contribute to the church during this time, please consider
giving online via PayPal on the church’s website.
• All communication about services and other updates during this time will be sent via
parish email from Fr. Joel (or the office) or posted on the website or official church
Facebook page. All questions can be directed to the office
(office@saintgeorgeupperdarby.org).

Wisdom of the Holy Fathers
All who ask receive, those who seek find, and to those who knock it shall be opened.
Therefore, let us knock at the beautiful garden of Scripture. It is fragrant,
sweet, and blooming with various sounds of spiritual and divinely inspired birds.
They sing all around our ears, capture our hearts, comfort the mourners, pacify the
angry, and fill us with everlasting joy."
+John of Damascus
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Church History
This week we continue a series on the Essentials of Faith. The hope is that we can all learn and be edified, and
come to a “knowledge of the Truth” (1 Tim. 2:4), and to witness to the things of faith that were “delivered to the
saints” (Jud. 1:3) in the Church, which is the “pillar and ground of Truth”. (1 Tim. 3:15) May God bless the
labor. These lessons are taken from Fr. Thomas Hopko’s series The Orthodox Faith.
Other Developments in the West
Besides the Conciliar Movement, other movements grew among various elements of the
population in Western Europe, many of which contributed in one way or another to the
outbreak of the Protestant Reformation early in the following century. One particularly
noteworthy “proto-Reformer” was the Bohemian (Czech) churchman and patriot, Jan Hus (c.
1372–1415). Greatly influenced by the writings of the Englishman John Wycliffe (d. 1384), he
preached in the Czech language, including making vitriolic denunciations of the widespread
immorality of the clergy. He urged that the liturgy be celebrated in the vernacular languages and
that the cup no longer be withheld from the laity in the Eucharist. He also advocated a conciliar
view of Church government. For these reasons (all of which Orthodox Christians would affirm),
and because he was perceived as a political threat, he was burned at the stake by the Council of
Constance on July 6, 1415.
The Brethren of the Common Life continued to flourish, especially in providing free education
in many parts of the Netherlands and Germany. Thomas à Kempis (c. 1380–1471), author of The
Imitation of Christ, a devotional book immensely popular to this day, was one of its more famous
members.
In the 15th century the Renaissance was in full swing in Western Europe, with its center at
Florence, where the arts were greatly encouraged through the lavish patronage of the famous
Medici family. The paintings of Fra Angelico (c. 1395–1455) of Florence, a devout Dominican
monk, reveal the growing extent to which Western religious art was abandoning traditional
iconographic styles for much more humanistic portrayals. The seminal work of the celebrated
sculptor Donatello (c. 1385–1466) greatly promoted sculpture (which by its three-dimensional
nature is more humanistic than iconography) as a vehicle for religious art.
The Florentine Girolamo Savonarola (1452–1498) was a particularly fiery preacher in the
Dominican monastic order. Claiming to have received special revelations from God, he
prophesied an impending divine chastisement of the morally corrupt church and society. For his
reforming efforts he was executed on charges of schism and heresy in 1498.
The illustrious Italian artist and scientist Leonardo da Vinci (1452–1519) flourished in the late
15th and early 16th centuries.
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