St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
Weekly Newsletter
Sunday, July 5, 2020

4th Sunday of Matthew
Calendar and Announcements

Calendar:

• The following services will be prayed with clergy, servers, and
chanters, with limited availability for parishioners to attend (up
Troparion of St. George
to 15 parishioners). Please see the Announcements for more
information about how to sign up to attend a service:
O liberator and deliverer of
o Wednesday 7/1 – Paraklesis, 6pm
captives, helper of the poor and
o Saturday 7/4 – Vespers, 5pm
needy, a healing physician of
o Sunday 7/5 – Orthros and Liturgy, 9:30am
the sick, a contender for kings,
• The above services will be livestreamed via St. George’s website
O great among Martyrs, the
and official Facebook page. In addition, links to the texts will be
victory-clad George; intercede
included on the home page of the parish website above the
with Christ our God for the
livestream video for those who would like to follow along.
salvation of our souls.
• Dn. Joseph is leading Akathist on Tuesday evenings via Skype.
To participate, please email Dn. Joseph at
dnjosephclark@gmail.com to receive the link.
• Bible study on the Gospel of John: Wednesday 7/1, 7:15pm
o Join the meeting:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75171452841?pwd=L29OOTNHaFJhRVpvYmVlRDBCVX
pndz09
o Meeting ID: 751 7145 2841; Password: 0zbpui

Announcements:

• If you would like to attend one of the services (Liturgy, Vespers, or Akathist) listed above, please
sign up via Sign Up Genius, reserving the number of slots for family members attending so we
can ensure we do not exceed capacity for social distancing purposes. (For example, if there are 3
household members attending, reserve 3 slots.) Please remember that those who are elderly, have
pre-existing conditions, or currently are not feeling well are asked
to remain home. Additionally, those children who are too young
If you attend a service,
to keep a mask on are asked to remain home.
you must wear a
• Communion will offered by appointment after each service. To
mask/face covering out of
set up a time to receive communion, please sign up via the Sign
care for ourselves, our
Up Genius. Please reserve only one slot per household unit. Your
brothers and sisters in
time will be confirmed via email from the church office. Prior to
Christ, and our neighbors.
arriving at the church for communion, please say the Morning
Prayers and the Prayers of Preparation before Communion.
• Confession is also being scheduled by appointment. To set up an appointment, please email the
church office and provide a few dates/times you are available. The office will email you to
confirm your appointment time.
• If you would like to have a candle lit at the church, please email the church office at
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office@saintgeorgeupperdarby.org. Candle donations can be made via PayPal.
• Based on Metropolitan JOSEPH’S latest directive (6/8/2020), we will begin to carefully consider
which in-person gatherings to resume. For the time being, all non-liturgical events remain online
or cancelled as we consider all necessary factors. Please stay tuned for additional information.
• The Ministry Team is organizing small group (less than 10 people) Typika services that meet in
local parks. If interested in attending, please contact Ed Donahue at Edjdonahue@gmail.com.
• Several members of the ministry team are contacting parishioners to identify any special needs
and to ensure our church family is taken care of during this time. If you or someone you know
has a particular need during this time, please contact the church office so we can coordinate with
the ministry team.

General notes:

• If you are able to still tithe / contribute to the church during this time, please consider giving
online via PayPal on the church’s website.
• All communication about services and other updates during this time will be sent via parish email
from Fr. Joel (or the office) or posted on the website or official church Facebook page. All
questions can be directed to the office (office@saintgeorgeupperdarby.org).

Church History
This week we continue a series on the Essentials of Faith. The hope is
that we can all learn and be edified, and come to a “knowledge of the
Truth” (1 Tim. 2:4), and to witness to the things of faith that were
“delivered to the saints” (Jud. 1:3) in the Church, which is the “pillar
and ground of Truth”. (1 Tim. 3:15) May God bless the labor. These
lessons are taken from Fr. Thomas Hopko’s series The Orthodox
Faith.

Wisdom of the Holy Fathers
The whole earth is a living icon
of the face of God.
+ John of Damascus

The Greek Orthodox under the Ottoman Turks
During the 16th century, life for the Orthodox under the Ottoman Turks became more difficult. For
example, in 1520 Sultan Selim I threatened to annex all the churches. In 1586, Sultan Murad III arbitrarily
annexed the Church of the Pammacaristos that served as the headquarters for the Patriarch in
Constantinople. In humiliation, the Patriarch was given the use of a small church owned by the Patriarchate
of Alexandria.
In 1601 the Patriarch was allowed to rebuild the Church of Saint George in the heart of the Phanar district
of Constantinople. This church has remained the seat of the Patriarch of Constantinople to this day.
As early as 1466 an aspirant to the patriarchal throne offered the sultan a large bribe to make him the new
patriarch. From then on the patriarchal office increasingly became the object of bribery, as well as intrigue
among various factions vying for power within the Christian community. Interference in the life of the
Church also came from Protestant and Roman Catholic ambassadors and chaplains attached to diplomatic
missions in Constantinople.
Accounts of some twenty martyrdoms have come down to us from this century. The most famous of these
martyrs is Saint Philothei of Athens, who was born into the wealthy and illustrious Venizelos family in
Athens in 1522. After enduring with Christ-like patience and grace a very difficult marriage and being left a
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widow at the age of nineteen, she became a nun. Some years later, in response to seeing Saint Andrew the
First-Called Apostle in a vision, she built two women’s monasteries dedicated to him. She had a hospital
built in connection with one of these monasteries, as well as a hostel for the poor. She also gave shelter to a
number of women who had been taken captive by Muslims from various parts of the Empire. Irate Muslims
stormed into her monastery one day and beat her severely. Eventually, in 1589, she died from the wounds
she received that day.
Russia: The Time of Troubles
With the death of the saintly, slow-witted Tsar Theodore in 1598, the dynasty of the House of
Rurik, which had ruled Russia since 860, came to an end. With the support of Saint Job,
Patriarch of Moscow, a National Assembly elected Boris Godunov, Theodore’s brother-in-law
who had acted as the chief administrator of the government during Theodore’s reign, as the
new tsar.
Boris’s reign began well enough, but in 1601 a severe famine struck the land, accompanied by
epidemics. His measures to alleviate the suffering were insufficient, and in the midst of the
disorders, rumors began to spread throughout Russia that there was a male of the House of
Rurik who was still alive. In 1591, the last heir, Tsarevich Dimitry, died under strange circumstances at the
age of nine. Now, a young man claiming to be this Dimitry, and claiming to be the rightful
heir to the throne, was gathering a following. He would become known as the
“Pretender.”
As this false Dimitry began to pose a threat to Boris Godunov, the tsar panicked. He
responded to this threat with a campaign of terror against real and imagined enemies in his
own government—much as his mentor, Ivan IV, had done. In the midst of the struggle,
he collapsed and died, in 1605.
Tsar Boris’s death paved the way for the imposter to take control of the government. After
ruling for about a year, he was murdered in a coup d’état organized by a group of boyars (aristocrats) led by
Basil Shuisky, who became the new tsar.
The Time of Troubles continued during Tsar Basil’s four-year rule, as a second False Dimitri arose and set
up a rival government in the town of Tushino. Then the Poles and the Swedes invaded, intent on seizing as
much territory as possible from the Russians in this moment of extreme weakness. Holy Trinity-Saint
Sergius Monastery became the symbol of national resistance to the Western invaders, as this holy place
endured a 16-month siege at the hands of the Polish army. Miraculously, the walled monastery withstood the
siege, which included bombardment from 63 cannons.
At the height of the confusion and turmoil, Tsar Basil, deserted by his army and his allies after his forces
were defeated by the Poles, was forced to abdicate, and the boyars formed a seven-man provisional
government. Then, when the Poles captured Smolensk, the fortress city that guarded the road to Moscow,
the terrified and self-serving boyars decided to capitulate to the Poles, in the hope of gaining privileges for
themselves in return. In negotiations with Polish King Sigismund III, they selected a young son of King
Sigismund, named Wladyslaw, as the new tsar, and opened the gates of the Kremlin to the Polish army.
Saint Patriarch Germogen (r. 1606–1612) was put under house arrest in the Kremlin by the Poles, but he
was still able to send letters all across the nation urging the people to reclaim their homeland. For his efforts,
the Poles starved him to death.
Energized by a vision of Saint Sergius of Radonezh, who urged him to take the lead in saving the nation, a
wealthy butcher from Nizhni-Novgorod named Kuzma Minin organized a citizens’ army that drove the
Poles out of Russia by the end of 1612. This brought to an end the stormy Time of Troubles.
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